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What were the causes that motivated legions of black southerners to
immigrate to the North? What was the impact upon the land they left
and upon the communities they chose for their new homes? Perhaps no
pattern of migration has changed America's socioeconomic structure
more than this mass exodus of African Americans in the first half of the
twentieth century. Because of this exodus, the South lost not only a
huge percentage of its inhabitants to northern cities like Chicago, New
York, Detroit, and Philadelphia but also its supply of cheap labor.
Fleeing from racial injustice and poverty, sout
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