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One of the central themes in cognitive linguistics is the uniquely human
development of some higher potential called the "mind" and, more
particularly, the intertwining of body and mind, which has come to be
known as embodiment. Several books and volumes have explored this
theme in length. However, the interaction between culture, body and
language has not received the due attention that it deserves. Naturally,
any serious exploration of the interface between body, language and
culture would require an analytical tool that would capture the ways in
which different cultural groups conceptualize their feelings, thinking,
and other experiences in relation to body and language. A well-
established notion that appears to be promising in this direction is that
of cultural models, constituting the building blocks of a group's
cultural cognition. The volume results from an attempt to bring
together a group of scholars from various language backgrounds to
make a collective attempt to explore the relationship between body,
language and culture by focusing on conceptualizations of the heart
and other internal body organs across a number of languages. The
general aim of this venture is to explore (a) the ways in which internal
body organs have been employed in different languages to
conceptualize human experiences such as emotions and/or workings of
the mind, and (b) the cultural models that appear to account for the
observed similarities as well as differences of the various
conceptualizations of internal body organs. The volume as a whole
engages not only with linguistic analyses of terms that refer to internal
body organs across different languages but also with the origin of the
cultural models that are associated with internal body organs in
different cultural systems, such as ethnomedical and religious
traditions. Some contributions also discuss their findings in relations to
some philosophical doctrines that have addressed the relationship
between mind, body, and language, such as that of Descartes.
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Sommario/riassunto Cholera, although it can kill an adult through dehydration in half a day,
is easily treated. Yet in 1992-93, some five hundred people died from
cholera in the Orinoco Delta of eastern Venezuela. In some
communities, a third of the adults died in a single night, as
anthropologist Charles Briggs and Clara Mantini-Briggs, a Venezuelan
public health physician, reveal in their frontline report. Why, they ask in
this moving and thought-provoking account, did so many die near the
end of the twentieth century from a bacterial infection associated with
the premodern past?It was evident that the number of deaths resulted
not only from inadequacies in medical services but also from the failure
of public health officials to inform residents that cholera was likely to
arrive. Less evident were the ways that scientists, officials, and
politicians connected representations of infectious diseases with
images of social inequality. In Venezuela, cholera was racialized as
officials used anthropological notions of "culture" in deflecting blame
away from their institutions and onto the victims themselves. The
disease, the space of the Orinoco Delta, and the "indigenous ethnic
group" who suffered cholera all came to seem somehow synonymous.
One of the major threats to people's health worldwide is this deadly
cycle of passing the blame. Carefully documenting how stigma, stories,
and statistics circulate across borders, this first-rate ethnography
demonstrates that the process undermines all the efforts of physicians
and public health officials and at the same time contributes
catastrophically to epidemics not only of cholera but also of
tuberculosis, malaria, AIDS, and other killers. The authors have
harnessed their own outrage over what took place during the epidemic
and its aftermath in order to make clear the political and human stakes
involved in the circulation of narratives, resources, and germs.
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