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Biblical movies: quoting scripture for one's purpose -- The changing
face of Jesus -- Members of the cloth: nuns and priests on screen --
Spirits and ghosts in film -- Stars' religious beliefs -- Religious
symbolism -- Diabolism: Hell can wait -- Conclusion.

This volume follows the evolution of one of the HollywoodOs longest
running thematic concerns. From the silent era to the present, Sacred
Profanity: Spirituality at the Movies examines the rich diversity of films
with spiritual themesNfilms that reflect our own fascination with the
divine and supernatural, while evoking the specific times in which they
were created.||From Birth of a Nation to Angels and Demons, Sacred
Profanity discusses over 180 films with an insightful, movie loverOs
approach. Coverage encompasses Biblical stories like King of Kings;
films about spiritual characters, such as
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Democracy without state : egalitarianism, justice, and leadership in an
Oromo polity -- The making of Oromo kinship identity and structure :
an anthropological analysis -- The concept of empire : what makes
Ethiopia an empire? -- The Arsi Oromo resistance against Ethiopian
imperial conquest (1880-1900) -- The introduction, expansion, and
impact of Islam among the Arsi Oromo -- Dar Ager : the making of a
periphery and the features of Ethiopian feudal colonialism in Arsiland
(1886-1935) -- The nature of political administration and the structure
of domination in Arsiland (1941-1974) -- The socio-economic
condition of the peasantry in Arsiland (1941-1974) -- The politics of
transforming the empire-state : ethnic identity vs. national identity in
Ethiopia.

This work examines the philosophical origins of Oromo egalitarian and
democratic thoughts and practice, the Gadaa-Qaalluu system, kinship
organization, the introduction and spread of Islam and the consequent
socio-cultural change. It sheds light on the advent of the Ethiopian
empire under Menelik I, its conquests and Arsi Oromo fierce resistance
(1880-1900), the nature and legacy of Ethiopian imperial polity,
centre-periphery relations, feudal political economy and its impacts on
the newly conquered regions with a focus on Arsi Oromo country. The
book also analyzes the root causes of the national political crisis
including, but not limited to, the attempts at transforming the empire-
state to a nation-state around a single culture, contested definition of
national identity and state legitimacy, grievance narratives, uprisings,
the birth and development of competing nationalisms as well as the
limitations of the current ethnic federalism to address the national
question in Ethiopia.



