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William of Auvergne, bishop of Paris from 1228 to his death in 1249,
was one of the first masters of theology in the Latin West to confront
the flood of Greek and Islamic philosophy that poured into Europe
through the new translations made in the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries. William was deeply influenced by Avicenna, whom he took to
be a true representative of Aristotle. Although he adopted many points
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of Avicennian philosophy, he firmly opposed him wherever the great
Islamic thinker was opposed to the Christian faith. Fr. Teske translated
William's De trinitate with Francis C. Wade, S.J.
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