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This book aims to make sense of the recent reform of neighbourhood
institutions in urban China. It builds on the observation that the late
1990s saw a comeback of the state in urban China after the increased
economization of life in the 1980s had initially forced it to withdraw.
Based on several months of fieldwork in locations ranging from poor
and dilapidated neighbourhoods in Shenyang City to middle class gated
communities in Shenzhen, the authors analyze recent attempts by the
central government to enhance stability in China's increasingly volatile
cities. In particular, t
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