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American anthropology in the late twentieth century interrogated and
depicted the worlds of others, past and present, in subtle and incisive
ways while increasingly questioning its own authority to do so. Marxist,
symbolic, and structuralist thought shaped the fieldwork and
conclusions of many researchers around the globe. Practicing
anthropology blossomed and grew rapidly as a subdiscipline in its own
right. There emerged a keener appreciation of both the history of the
discipline and the histories of those studied. Archaeologists witnessed
a resurgence of interest in the concept of culture.
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While the potential of agency is most frequently taken to be the power
and freedom to act for oneself, for the architectural community this
also involves the power and responsibility to act as intermediaries on
behalf of others. Presenting current thinking from practitioners and
scholars from around the world, this book asks for a more active
relationship between the humanities, the architectural profession, and
society. Considering issues of architectural research as an agency of
transformation, this book explores how humanities research can better
contribute towards understa
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