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Where the Grandhotel Tschuggen now stands in Arosa was once the
Arosa Sanatorium. In those days thousands travelled to the resort to
recover from tuberculosis, a disease that was widespread at the time.
The German physicist Paul G6tz launched his career on the roof of the
sanatorium. At the request of the Arosa Resort and Tourism
Association (Kur- und Verkehrsverein Arosa) he established the Light
Climatic Observatory LCO (Lichtklimatisches Observatorium LKO) in
1921 to provide scientific validation of Arosa’s reputation as a high
altitude health resort. To this end G6tz studied solar radiation, in which
the ozone layer in the atmosphere played an important role. This gave
rise to the world’s longest series of 0zone measurements, and it
remains important for international research to this day. The
observatory only survived for just under a century thanks to the strong
personalities of those involved. Since 1988 it has been run by
MeteoSwiss. This richly illustrated book chronicles some of the history
of research and the environment. It considers the pioneers of ozone
research and looks at the current risks caused by the hole in the ozone
layer and climate change. The book tells the story in chronological



order, but each chapter can be read in isolation.



