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This is the book that American Jews and particularly American Reform
Jews have been waiting for: a clear and informed call for further reform
in the Reform movement.In light of profound demographic, social, and
technological developments, it has become increasingly clear that the
Reform movement will need to make major changes to meet the needs
of a quickly evolving American Jewish population. Younger Americans
in particular differ from previous generations in how they relate to
organized religion, often preferring to network through virtual groups
or gather in informal settings of their own choosing.Dana Evan Kaplan,
an American Reform Jew and pulpit rabbi, argues that rather than
focusing on the importance of loyalty to community, Reform Judaism
must determine how to engage the individual in a search for existential
meaning. It should move us toward a critical scholarly understanding of
the Hebrew Bible, that we may emerge with the perspectives required
by a postmodern world. Such a Reform Judaism can at once help us
understand how the ancient world molded our most cherished religious
traditions and guide us in addressing the increasingly complex social
problems of our day --
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Mahmoud Darwish is a literary rarity: at once critically acclaimed as one
of the most important poets in the Arabic language, and beloved as the
voice of his people. A legend in Palestine, his lyrics are sung by
fieldworkers and schoolchildren. He has assimilated some of the
world's oldest literary traditions while simultaneously struggling to
open new possibilities for poetry. This collection spans Darwish's entire
career, nearly four decades, revealing an impressive range of
expression and form. A splendid team of translators has collaborated
with the poet on these new translations, which capture Darwish's
distinctive voice and spirit. Fady Joudah's foreword, new to this edition,
addresses Darwish's enduring legacy following his death in 2008.
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