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"The book is about the Tajiks, a Muslim community in Central Asia,
their Sovietization, and their bloody civil war. The conflict was about
the type of constitution that Tajikistan should adopt: Communist,
secular, or based on the Islamic Shari'a. The parliamentary discussions
aimed at preventing a war, and the armed struggle that ensued are
both discussed in detail. Events are seen through the eyes of Safarali
Kenjaev, Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of Tajikistan at the time. The
volume also includes the author's impressions and interviews gathered
during his year-long residence (1993) in war-torn Tajikistan as IREX's
man in Dushanbe."--
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Along with race and gender, people commonly use age to categorize --
and form stereotypes about -- others. Of the three categories, age is
the only one in which the members of the in-group (the young) will
eventually join the out-group (the old). Although ageism is found
cross-culturally, it is especially prevalent in the United States, where
most people regard growing older with depression, fear, and anxiety.
Older people in the United States are stigmatized and marginalized,
with often devastating consequences. Although researchers have paid a
great deal of attention to racism and sexism, there has been a dearth of
research on ageism. A major reason for this neglect is that age
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prejudice is still considered socially acceptable. As baby boomers
approach retirement age, however, there has been increased academic
and popular interest in aging. This volume presents the current
thinking on age stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination by
researchers in gerontology, psychology, sociology, and communication.
The book presents theoretical and empirical findings on the origins and
effects of ageism, as well as suggestions on how to reduce ageism for
the approaching "graying of America."


