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The 9th International Conference on Unconventional Computation, UC
2010, was organized under the auspices of EATCS and Academia
Europaea, by the University of Tokyo (Tokyo, Japan), and the Center for
Discrete Mathematics and Theoretical Computer Science (Auckland,
New Zealand). It was held in Tokyoduring June 21-25,2010(seehttp:
/farn.local.frs.riken.jp/UC10/). The venue was the Sanjo (Hilltop)
Conference Hall at Hongo Campus of the University of Tokyo. Hongo
Campus was formerly the residence of the Maeda family, one of the
richest feudal lords in the Edo period of Japan. The Japanese garden in
the residence is partially preserved, including the pond and the hill on
which the conference hall is located. Within walking distance from
Hongo Campus are Ueno park with many museums, the Akihabara area,
which is now the center of Japanesepop culture, and the
Korakuenamusement park/baseball stadium. The International
Conference on Unconventional Computation (UC) series (seehttp:
Ilwww.cs.auckland.ac.nz/CDMTCS/conferences/uc/)isdevotedto all
aspects of unconventional computation — theory as well as
experiments and applications. Typical, but not exclusive, topics are:
natural computing including quantum, cellular, molecular, membrane,
neural, and evolutionary computing, as well as chaos and dynamical
system-based computing, and various proposals for computational
mechanisms that go beyond the Turing model.
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Endless travel in cyberspace, virtual reality, and the dream of limitless



speed: technology changes our sense of self. In her new book, Trinh
Minh-ha explores the way technology transforms our perception of
reality. ""We are all engaged in social rituals in our daily activities, she
writes, ""and by remaining unaware of their artistic ritual propensity, we
remain 'in conformity."™ Her goal, as a thinker and an artist, is to
transform our understanding of technology and speed so that we are
able to ""turn an instrument into a creative tool and to step out of the
one-dimensional, techn



