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Sommario/riassunto This pioneering study examines the use of blood to purge the effects of
sin and impurity in Hittite and biblical ritual. The idea that blood atones
for sins holds a prominent place in both Jewish and Christian traditions.
The author traces this notion back to its earliest documentation in the
fourteenth- and thirteenth-century B.C.E. texts from Hittite Anatolia, in
which the smearing of blood is used as a means of expiation,
purification, and consecration. This rite parallels, in both its procedure
and goals, the biblical sin offering. The author argues that this practice
stems from a common tradition manifested in both cultures. In
addition, this book aims to decipher and elucidate the symbolism of
the practice of blood smearing by seeking to identify the sociocultural
context in which the expiatory significance of blood originated. Thus, it
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is essential reading for anyone interested in the meaning and efficacy
of ritual, the origins of Jewish and Christian notions of sin and
atonement, and the origin of the biblical blood rite.
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Europe -- God or nothingness? -- Labyrinths of the future -- Europe
wants to become one -- We good Europeans -- Free thoughts.

There has been a deliberative, but as yet unsuccessful, attempt by
scholars and policy makers to articulate a more meaningful idea of
Europe, which would enhance the legitimacy of the European Union and
provide the basis for a European identity. Using a detailed analysis of
the writings of Nietzsche, Elbe seeks to address this problem and
argues that Nietzsche's thinking about Europe can significantly
illuminate our understanding. He demonstrates how Nietzsche's

critique of nationalism and the notion of the 'good European' can assist
contemporary scholars in the quest for a vision of Europe an



