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This benchmark volume documents in comprehensive detail a major
environmental crisis: rapidly declining amphibian populations and the
disturbing developmental problems that are increasingly prevalent
within many amphibian species. Horror stories on this topic have been
featured in the scientific and popular press over the past fifteen years,
invariably asking what amphibian declines are telling us about the state
of the environment. Are declines harbingers of devastated ecosystems
or simply weird reflections of a peculiar amphibian world? This
compendium-presenting new data, reviews of current literature, and
comprehensive species accounts-reinforces what scientists have begun
to suspect, that amphibians are a lens through which the state of the
environment can be viewed more clearly. And, that the view is alarming
and presages serious concerns for all life, including that of our own
species. The first part of this work consists of more than fifty essays
covering topics from the causes of declines to conservation, surveys
and monitoring, and education. The second part consists of species
accounts describing the life history and natural history of every known
amphibian species in the United States.
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The Salton Sea, California's largest inland lake, supports a spectacular
bird population that is among the most concentrated and most diverse
in the world. Sadly, this crucial stopover along the Pacific Flyway for
migratory and wintering shorebirds, landbirds, and waterfowl is
dangerously close to collapse from several environmental threats. This
book is the first thoroughly detailed book to describe the birds of
Salton Sea, more than 450 species and subspecies in all. A major
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contribution to our knowledge about the birds of western North
America, it will also be an important tool in the struggle to save this
highly endangered area. Synthesizing data from many sources,
including observations from their long-term work in the area, the
authors' species accounts discuss each bird's abundance, seasonal
status, movement patterns, biogeographic affinities, habitat
associations, and more. This valuable reference also includes general
information on the region's fascinating history and biogeography,
making it an unparalleled resource for the birding community, for
wildlife managers, and for conservation biologists concerned with one
of the most threatened ecosystems in western North America.


