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After decades of civil war and instability, the African country of Angola
is experiencing a spectacular economic boom thanks to its most
valuable natural resource: oil. But oil extraction--both on- and
offshore--is a toxic remedy for the country's economic ills, with
devastating effects on both the environment and traditional livelihoods.
Focusing on the everyday realities of people living in the extraction
zones, Kristin Reed explores the exclusion, degradation, and violence
that are the fruits of petrocapitalism in Angola.
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In a recent paper we (Speelman & McGann, 2013) argued that
psychology's reliance on data analysis methods that are based on
group averages has resulted in a science of group phenomena that may
be misleading about the nature of and reasons for individual behaviour.
The paper highlighted a tension between a science in search of general
laws on the one hand, and the individual, variable, and diverse nature
of human behaviour on the other. This Research Topic explored this
concern about the pitfalls of using the mean for the basis of
psychological science. The problem is universal in its applicability to
psychology, and opinion papers, reviews, and original empirical
research from all areas of the discipline were invited. A total of 16
authors contributed 9 articles to the Topic. The range of issues that the
authors viewed through the lens provided is impressive. The papers in
this collection include a range of perspectives that provide concrete
examples of how to approach research design, data collection, and
analysis differently. No one contribution will provide a solution to our
multifarious challenges, but nor should it. Our subject matter is
complex and subtle, our investigations and methodological techniques
will need to be equally so.



