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The Mediterranean region has faced a significant number of challenges
that have stemmed from turbulent events taking place on its Southern
shores: conflicts and instability, the migration crisis, disruptions of
regional value chains, souring regional relations, and foreign power
interferences that have severely affected the region. The Covid-19
pandemic wreaked havoc on the Southern Mediterranean, but the
health crisis had ambiguous effects on the underlying economic, social,
and political trends of the region. It has exposed and exacerbated
much of the previous sources of tension and, obscured many of them
as public attention moved towards facing the public health emergency.
Will the Covid-19 pandemic spur governments and civil societies to
action? Or will it just serve as another smokescreen behind which to
hide the region's longstanding problems?
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We live in a critical moment in history, often called the »Anthropocenex,
that is defined by unprecedented scales of uncertainty. Natalie
Dederichs draws on insights from the new materialisms about the
entangled nature of planetary existence and combines them with
approaches to aesthetics from fields as diverse as reader-response
criticism, phenomenology, Gothic and media studies. She introduces a
poetics of atmospheric re(lation)ality as a necessary component of any
ecological engagement with fiction that fully embraces literary
encounters with the inaccessible and elusive as expressed in uncanny
atmospheric reading experiences.

Besprochen in: https://yaleclimateconnections.org, 14.09.2023,
Michael Svoboda MEDIENwissenschaft, 2 (2025), Marco Rognini
»Keenly aware of the difficulty of making statements >about the actual
ethical impact«< of her chosen texts, her propositions for their >affective
affordances«< are well argued and quite refreshing in that she makes a
coherent case for the intrinsic value of literature and the study of it in
times of anthropogenic climate change.«



