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This volume examines cutting edge research in the study of biology
and politics. Following an introduction from the editors it is divided
into two main sections. The first part of the book explores the linkage
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between evolution, genetics and politics with initial chapters on
abandoned baby legislation, a model of action and norms, and the
biopolitics of primates. The next four chapters have a special focus on
the use of twin studies to study political phenomena and provide a
biological critique of twin studies, phenotypic measurement issues and
twin studies, a survey of twin studies research, and an example of
using twin studies to explore politically relevant behaviour. The second
section looks at the relationship of brain science to our understanding
of politics. With respect to the applicability of brain science it features
chapters summarizing what literature exists as well as how to use
neuroimaging techniques to study political behaviour.
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Dreams that Matter explores the social and material life of dreams in
contemporary Cairo. Amira Mittermaier guides the reader through
landscapes of the imagination that feature Muslim dream interpreters
who draw on Freud, reformists who dismiss all forms of divination as
superstition, a Sufi devotional group that keeps a diary of dreams
related to its shaykh, and ordinary believers who speak of moving
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encounters with the Prophet Muhammad. In close dialogue with her
Egyptian interlocutors, Islamic textual traditions, and Western theorists,
Mittermaier teases out the dream's ethical, political, and religious
implications. Her book is a provocative examination of how present-
day Muslims encounter and engage the Divine that offers a different
perspective on the Islamic Revival. Dreams That Matter opens up new
spaces for an anthropology of the imagination, inviting us to rethink
both the imagined and the real.


