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In the heat of battle, a split second can be all the time a military
commander has to give orders. Information fusion technology enables
commanders to lead decisively and confidently during active conflict.
Masses of live information are instantaneously integrated to create a
coherent and precise picture of a rapidly evolving situation. This book
brings together an international panel of leading experts that give a
fresh and cohesive perspective on this technology's models, methods,
mathematics, and computer systems. It considers the human factors
key to the automated analysis process. Providi.
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"Parts of Chapter 3 were originally published in ATQ, Volume 16, No. 4,
December 2002. Reprinted by permission of The University of Rhode
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Introduction : the word "aesthetic" -- Idealist aesthetics and the
republican telegraph -- Aesthetic electricity -- Frederick Douglass's
electric words : aesthetic politics and the limits of identification -- Mad
filaments : Walt Whitman's aesthetic body telegraphic -- Conclusion :
aesthetic electricity caged.

Aesthetic Materialism: Electricity and American Romanticism focuses on
American romantic writers' attempts to theorize aesthetic experience
through the language of electricity. In response to scientific and
technological developments, most notably the telegraph, eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century electrical imagery reflected the mysterious
workings of the physical mind as well as the uncertain, sometimes
shocking connections between individuals. Writers such as Whitman,
Melville, and Douglass drew on images of electricity and telegraphy to
describe literature both as the product of specific economic and social
conditions and as a means of transcending the individual determined
by such conditions. Aesthetic Materialism moves between historical and



cultural analysis and close textual reading, challenging readers to see
American literature as at once formal and historical and as a product of
both aesthetic and material experience.



