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The clock is relentlessly ticking! Our world teeters on a knife-edge
between a peaceful and prosperous future for all, and a dark winter of
death and destruction that threatens to smother the light of civilization.
Within 30 years, in the 2030 decade, six powerful 'drivers' will converge
with unprecedented force in a statistical spike that could tear humanity
apart and plunge the world into a new Dark Age. Depleted fuel
supplies, massive population growth, poverty, global climate change,
famine, growing water shortages and international lawlessness are on a
crash course with potentially catastrophic consequences. In the face of
both doomsaying and denial over the state of our world, Colin Mason
cuts through the rhetoric and reams of conflicting data to muster the
evidence to illustrate a broad picture of the world as it is, and our
possible futures. Ultimately his message is clear; we must act
decisively, collectively and immediately to alter the trajectory of
humanity away from catastrophe. Offering over 100 priorities for
immediate action, The 2030 Spike serves as a guidebook for humanity
through the treacherous minefields and wastelands ahead to a bright,
peaceful and prosperous future in which all humans have the
opportunity to thrive and build a better civilization. This book is
powerful and essential reading for all people concerned with the future
of humanity and planet earth.
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Unlike other American astronauts, Virgil I. "Gus" Grissom never had the
chance to publish his memoirs. Killed along with his crew in a launch
pad fire on January 27, 1967, Grissom also lost his chance to walk on
the moon and return to describe his journey. Others went in his place.
The stories of the moon walkers are familiar. Less appreciated are
Grissom's contributions. The international prestige of winning the
Moon Race cannot be understated, and Grissom played a pivotal and
enduring role in securing that legacy for the United States. Indeed,
Grissom was first and foremost a Cold Warrior, a member of the first
group of Mercury astronauts whose goal it was to beat the Soviet Union
into space and eventually to the moon. Drawing on extensive



interviews with fellow astronauts, NASA engineers, family members,
and friends of Gus Grissom, George Leopold delivers a comprehensive
and corrective account of Grissom's life that places his career in the
context of the Cold War and the history of human spaceflight.
Calculated Risk: The Supersonic Life and Times of Gus Grissom adds
significantly to our understanding of that tumultuous and ultimately
triumphant period in American history.



