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This far-reaching study redraws the intellectual map of the
Enlightenment and boldly reassesses the legacy of that highly
influential period for us today. Peter Hanns Reill argues that in the
middle of the eighteenth century, a major shift occurred in the way
Enlightenment thinkers conceived of nature that caused many of them
to reject the prevailing doctrine of mechanism and turn to a vitalistic
model to account for phenomena in natural history, the life sciences,
and chemistry. As he traces the ramifications of this new way of
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thinking through time and across disciplines, Reill provocatively
complicates our understanding of the way key Enlightenment thinkers
viewed nature. His sophisticated analysis ultimately questions
postmodern narratives that have assumed a monolithic Enlightenment-
characterized by the dominance of instrumental reason-that has led to
many of the disasters of modern life.
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Introduction. Why journalism's changing faces matter / Barbie Zelizer
-- On Tabloidization. Rethinking a villain, redeeming a format: the
crisis and cure in tabloidization / Michael Serazio -- Can
popularization help the news media? / Herbert J. Gans -- Tears and
trauma in the news / Carolyn Kitch -- Tabloidization: what is it and
does it really matter? / S. Elizabeth Bird -- On technology. Rethinking
journalism through technology / Lokman Tsui -- Materiality and
mimicry in the journalism field / Pablo Boczkowski -- The guardian of
the real: journalism in the time of the new mind / Julianne H. Newton
-- Technology and the individual journalist: agency beyond imitation
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The collection is introduced with an essay by Barbie Zelizer and
organized into three sections: how tabloidization affects the journalistic
landscape; how technology changes what we think we know about
journalism; and how 'truthiness' tweaks our understanding of the
journalistic tradition. Short section introductions contextualise the
essays and highlight the issues that they raise, creating a coherent
study of journalism today.


