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In 1941, as a Red Army soldier fighting the Nazis on the Belarussian
front, Janusz Bardach was arrested, court-martialed, and sentenced to
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ten years of hard labor. Twenty-two years old, he had committed no
crime. He was one of millions swept up in the reign of terror that Stalin
perpetrated on his own people. In the critically acclaimed Man Is Wolf
to Man, Bardach recounted his horrific experiences in the Kolyma labor
camps in northeastern Siberia, the deadliest camps in Stalin's gulag
system. In this sequel Bardach picks up the narrative in March 1946,
when he was released. He traces his thousand-mile journey from the
northeastern Siberian gold mines to Moscow in the period after the war,
when the country was still in turmoil. He chronicles his reunion with his
brother, a high-ranking diplomat in the Polish embassy in Moscow; his
experiences as a medical student in the Stalinist Soviet Union; and his
trip back to his hometown, where he confronts the shattering
realization of the toll the war has taken, including the deaths of his
wife, parents, and sister. In a trenchant exploration of loss, post-
traumatic stress syndrome, and existential loneliness, Bardach plumbs
his ordeal with honesty and compassion, affording a literary window
into the soul of a Stalinist gulag survivor. Surviving Freedom is his
moving account of how he rebuilt his life after tremendous hardship
and personal loss. It is also a unique portrait of postwar Stalinist
Moscow as seen through the eyes of a person who is both an insider
and outsider. Bardach's journey from prisoner back to citizen and from
labor camp to freedom is an inspiring tale of the universal human story
of suffering and recovery.
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Opening lectures. "He put in order the accounts" : remarks on the early
dynastic background of the administrative reorganizations in the Ur III
state / Gebhard Selz -- Etre chef d'un etat Amorrite : city
administration in the ancient Near East / Jean-Marie Durand --
Administration in texts from the first Sealand dynasty / Stephanie
Dalley -- City administration in poetry : the case of the herald / Dina
Katz -- Between city institutions and markets : Mesopotamian traders
of the 2nd millennium BC / Rafa Kolinski -- L'administration de Chagar
Bazar (Asnakkum) a l'epoque de Samsi-Addu / Denis Lacambre -- How
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Syria : West Semitic nomads in relation to the urban world / Minna
Lonnqvist -- The Sargonic "archive" of Me-sasag7, cup-bearer of Adab
/ Massimo Maiocchi -- Le ©£hazannu a Mari et sur le moyen-Euphrate
/ Lionel Marti -- From oral promise to written receipt : a cognitive
study of the use of mnemonics within ancient administration / Bonnie
Nilhamn -- Verschenkte Stadte/konigliche Landschenkungen an Gotter
und Menschen / Susanne Paulus -- ©£Hazannum : the forgotten mayor
/ Jon Taylor -- Stadtische Selbstverwaltung und sozial-politischer
Gemeindesektor in Phonikien und Syrien / Yuli B. Tsirkin -- The role of
the ©£hazannu in the Neo-Assyrian empire / Greta Van Buylaere --
The city-administration of Ugarit / Wilfred H. van Soldt -- New light
from an unpublished archive of Meskigalla, Ensi of Adab, housed in the
Cornell University collections : professions and labor in the Ur III period
/ Giuseppe Visicato -- A Babylonian gang of potters : reconstructing
the social organization of crafts production in the late third millennium
BC southern Mesopotamia / Jacob Dahl -- What work did the Damgars
do? : towards a definition of Ur III labor / Steven Garfinkle --
Administration of the irrigation fee in Umma during the Ur III period
(ca. 2112-2004 BCE) / Xiaoli Ouyang.
The first half of the proceedings, Language in the Ancient Near East (in
2 parts), is available here. A workshop volume is available here. The
topic of the meetings in St. Petersburg portion of the 53e RAI was, as
the title indicates, city administration. Of the 19 papers published in
this volume, 2 are based on plenary, opening papers; 16 discuss
various aspects of administration from very early times in geographic
regions stretching from the extreme south of Mesopotamia, through
the middle and upper Euphrates, to Ugarit; and 3 discuss labor and
professions in the Ur III period.


