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This book offers a new interpretation of Hermann von Helmholtz's work
on the epistemology of geometry. A detailed analysis of the
philosophical arguments of Helmholtz's Erhaltung der Kraft shows that
he took physical theories to be constrained by a regulative ideal. They
must render nature "completely comprehensible", which implies that all
physical magnitudes must be relations among empirically given
phenomena. This conviction eventually forced Helmholtz to explain
how geometry itself could be so construed. Hyder shows how
Helmholtz answered this question by drawing on the theory of
magnitudes developed in his research on the colour-space. He argues
against the dominant interpretation of Helmholtz's work by suggesting
that for the latter, it is less the inductive character of geometry that
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makes it empirical, and rather the regulative requirement that the
system of natural science be empirically closed.
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John Kekes examines the indispensable role enjoyment plays in a good
life. The key to it is developing a style of life that combines an attitude
and a manner of living and acting that jointly express one's deepest
concerns. Kekes reorients moral thought toward a reasonable but
pluralistic reflection on what we can do to make our lives better.
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