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Utilitarianism is philosopher John Stuart Mill's defense and advocacy of
utilitarian ethics. First appearing in three magazine articles, this essay
was first gathered into a single book in 1863. While Mill discusses
utilitarian ethical principles in some of his other writings such as On
Liberty and The Subjection of Women , Utilitarianism is Mill's only major
discussion of the theory's fundamental grounds.
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This volume offers a synchronic, literary reading of the final form of the
laws of Exodus 20.22-23.19 (commonly, though inaccurately labelled
""The Book of the Covenant""), in contrast with primarily source- and
form-critical approaches commonly utilized in the past. The work seeks
to demonstrate that this literary unit is much more coherent, more
integrated into its narrative context, less in need of the positing of
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corruptions, secondary insertions, rearrangements or the like than has
usually been recognized. The approach instead seeks to find authorial
purpose in each case where scholars ha


