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"The primitive fishes that this book focuses on inlcude the jawless
agnathans (hagfishes and lampreys), the lobe-finned sarcopterygians
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(coelacanth and lungfishes), and the primitive ray-finned
actinopterygian fishes (the sturgeons, the bichirs and the ropefish, the
gars, and the bowfin)"--Pref.
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Primitive fishes are a relatively untapped resource in the scientific
search for insights into the evolution of physiological systems in fishes
and higher vertebrates. Volume 26 in the Fish Physiology series
presents what is known about the physiology of these fish in
comparison with the two fish groups that dominate today, the modern
elasmobranchs and the teleosts. Chapters include reviews on what is
known about cardiovascular, nervous and ventilatory systems, gas
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How is the universal, yet private and subjective, experience of pain
talked about by different people in everyday encounters? What does the
analysis of pain-related lexico-phraseological choices, grammatical
structures, and linguistic metaphors reveal as to how pain is perceived
and experienced? Are pain utterances primarily used to express or to
describe this experiential domain? This is the first book that
investigates such questions from both a functional and a cognitive
perspective: it combines two converging usage-based theoretical
models in a systematic linguistic inquiry of the construal of pain in
everyday language. This work is based on a specialised electronic
corpus of Greek naturally-occurring dialogues in a health care context,
the underlying assumption being that in the absence of factual
evidence intuition about language cannot reliably detect or predict
patterns of usage. Comparing Greek with English data, this book
significantly contributes to the development of this research field
cross-linguistically.
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The future of digital interaction lies at the crossroads of blockchain,
metaverse, and smart wireless sensor networks. This book explores
how these transformative technologies are reshaping communication,
security, and trust in next-generation virtual ecosystems. With
contributions from leading researchers and practitioners, the chapters
provide insights into blockchain mechanisms, decentralized data
management, Al-driven applications, and immersive smart
environments. By blending theory with practical perspectives, the book
offers a roadmap for building scalable, secure, and intelligent systems
within the metaverse. Designed for researchers, engineers,
professionals, and students, it highlights applications across
healthcare, education, agriculture, smart cities, and industry 4.0, while
addressing pressing challenges such as privacy, interoperability, and
sustainability.
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