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This volume examines how elections and reform across West Asia and
North Africa function less as routes to alternation than as instruments
of control. Anchored by an integrative introduction and a concluding
synthesis, it gathers original studies showing how rules, parties,
patronage, and civic mobilisation organise political life. Contributors
trace how incumbents bend law and voting cycles through pliant
oversight to simulate responsiveness while weakening opponents, as
turnout declines and protest recurs. In some polities electoral forms
recede altogether: ballots are suspended, assemblies fall silent, and
authority is channelled through appointments and managed
consultation. Israel appears as a democratic outlier under a highly
proportional electoral system, a foil to the region’s managed pluralism
and electoral authoritarianism. Libya is conceptualised as non-electoral
fragmented authoritarianism, where institutional absence hardens into
elite bargains and armed networks. Organised thematically, rather than
by country, the volume shows how electoral ritual and performance
reshape representation and legitimacy across the region. Sujata
Ashwarya is Professor at the Centre for West Asian (Middle Eastern)
Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. She has published widely on
West Asian politics, India–West Asia relations, and the political economy
of energy, including Israel’s Mediterranean Gas and The Arab Spring:
Ten Years On. Mujib Alam is Professor at the MMAJ Academy of
International Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. His research
focuses on the politics and international relations of West Asia; his
publications include Arab Spring and Its Legacies and Perspectives on
Turkey’s Multi-Regional Role in the 21st Century.


