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This book explores the question to what extent science is Western,
whether in origin or by character. It aims to contribute to the debate
regarding the relative status of local forms of knowledge (such as those
found among indigenous peoples) and modern science. Advocates of
local ways of knowing often contrast them with what they call Western
science. Their opponents, on the other hand, insist that modern science
is not merely Western, but universal. But there has been little
discussion about what it would mean for science to be Western, let
alone what evidence there is in support of the idea. The present book
fills this gap, offering a middle path between what have become
polarized views. Is Science Western? is essential reading for scholars,
researchers and advanced students of the philosophy of science and of
epistemology. It is also ideal for scholars of indigenous knowledge
within postcolonial studies. Gregory Dawes is Professor of Philosophy
at the University of Otago, New Zealand.



