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Chapter 1: The “Literature, History, Philosophy” Tradition as
Anthropological Methodology -- Chapter 2: Intersubjective
Hermeneutics of the Conjuncture of Multiple Ontologies -- Chapter 3:
Practical Transcendence of the Divide Between Self and Other, and the
Ethnographic Method of “Doing” -- Chapter 4: The Rhetoric of
Empiricism and the Imaginary Other in Rural China Studies -- Chapter
5: In-Depth Case Studies from the Perspective of Typological
Comparison, and the Articulation of Chinese Experiences -- Chapter 6:
The Awakening of Minzu Theory in the March Toward Sovereignty --
Chapter 7: Observing Narrators and Their Societies through the Lens of
Historical Narratives -- Chapter 8: Cultural Self-Awareness, Targeted
Poverty Alleviation, and the Disenchantment of Participatory
Development Theory in Miao County, Guizhou -- Postscript:
Addressing “the Aura of the Local” in Chinese Anthropology.

This book addresses the pressing challenges of the twenty-first



century—an era marked by crises and uncertainty—by advocating for
anthropology’s vital role in fostering compassionate intercultural
dialogue and promoting harmonious coexistence between humanity
and the non-human world. Through a collection of thought-provoking
essays, it explores how non-Western perspectives, particularly Chinese
methodologies, can enrich anthropological practice and help transcend
the limitations imposed by Western-centric paradigms. Rather than
replacing one form of ethnocentrism with another, the book calls for a
more balanced and inclusive conversation across cultures. Within this
framework, anthropology is reimagined not merely as the interpretation
or writing of culture, but as an active process of cultural
communication, negotiation, and reconciliation. True intercultural
understanding, the book argues, can only be achieved when diverse
cultural subjects engage in dialogue on equal footing—making the
“doing” of anthropology a collaborative and transformative endeavor.
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