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This book explores the rich history and cultural heritage of the Jewish
community in Odessa, a city founded by Catherine II of Russia in 1794.
Known for its tolerance and entrepreneurial spirit, Odessa became a
haven for cosmopolitan elites and persecuted Jews seeking refuge. The
narrative traces the development of Jewish society in Odessa from the
1860s, highlighting the contributions of bankers, artists, and others to
the city's modernism and vibrant legends. The 20th century brought
turmoil with wars and pogroms, leading many Jews to seek new homes.
The author, Isabelle Némirovski, delves into personal and collective
memories, aiming to reconstruct the diverse voices and legacy of
Odessa's Jewish community. This work addresses both historical events
and personal stories, appealing to readers interested in Jewish history
and cultural studies.


