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Framework for Certification (1858-1912) -- Astronomy and
Chronometry: Institutions for Testing Chronometers after the
Foundation of the German Empire in 1871 -- On the Accuracy of



Sommario/riassunto

Celestial and Terrestrial Clocks: The Merit of Felix Schmeidler’s Half-
Century Monitoring of Two Riefler Clocks at Munich Observatory --
“Who Put That Hole In The Telescope?” The Development of the World's
Most Accurate Timepiece -- Observatories, Marine Chronometers, and
Terrestrial Applications: From Chronometric Longitude Expeditions to
Observational Efficiency -- Astronomy and Chronometry: Experimental
Practices to Improve Hydrography during the Early Nineteenth Century
-- Colonial Time Machines: Chronometry and the Personal Equation
between Europe and South Asia -- Paolo Brenni Scholar, Educator and
Artisan -- Beyond the Written Word. Paolo Brenni’'s Foundational
Contribution to the Conservation of Scientific Instruments.

This book presents research perspectives and open questions on the
intersections between astronomy and chronometry. Their study is of
crucial importance to the new historiography of observatories. On the
one hand, pendulums were fundamental tools for astronomical
observation, as measuring time was essential to record the transit of
stars and organize astrographic charts. On the other hand,
astronomical observation was the method employed for time
determination before the introduction of atomic clocks in the mid-20th
century. Chapters of this book cohere around 5 sections: starting from
the 18th century, and going through the 19th and 20th, the relations
between observatories and chronometry (and more generally between
practices and materiality) are analyzed from the standpoint of the quest
for precision, the certification of timepieces, the acquisition and use of
specific apparatus, as well as the circulation of knowledge and of
instruments on a global scale.



