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The edited book includes 12 articles relevant to archaeological studies
in Xinjiang, focusing on Turfan basin and involving neighboring areas
when necessary. It presents the historical cultural change of Turfan
basin from Bronze Age, Early Iron Age to historical period as a whole. It
aims at showing Xinjiang’s position as the bridge of communication
and interaction of the east and west, therefore deepening people’s
understanding of multi-culture in ancient Xinjiang. The recent hundred
years of archaeological studies have revealed that, although ancient
Xinjiang (or Western Regions) is located in the marginal area of
Eurasian civilizations, its particular geographical location makes it the
crossroad of the eastern and western civilizations. Different
civilizations of Eurasian continent collided and integrated with
indigenous civilization of Western Regions and created multi-culture
features and its unique trajectory of historical development. Li Xiao has
worked on archaeological research in Xinjiang since graduated from
university in 1985, and devotes himself to field excavation and indoor
comprehensive studies. Many years of fieldwork experiences and
reciprocate theory studies not only enabled him to have full sensual
and theoretical understands of the cultural remains in Xinjiang and
neighboring areas, but also helped establish a particular study mode of
exploring the origin of Central Asia civilization, the evolution of its
internal structure, and the interaction with neighboring civilizations.



