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accepted by Pakistan but never by Afghanistan, the Durand Line
continues to be contested by the two states. In the literature dealing
with the dispute, the Pashtun view has been missing. Now, at last, Nabi
Sahak has filled this gap in an original book of real authority. We
should all be in his debt." – James Mayall, Emeritus Professor of
International Relations, University of Cambridge "The first
comprehensive study of the making of the Durand Line, which has
marked one of the great geopolitical fractures of the world since the
nineteenth century, Sahak's book makes use of hitherto unknown
Afghan sources to give a wholly original account of this crucial
boundary. It will be of interest to historians as well as policymakers." –
Faisal Devji, Professor of Indian History, University of Oxford The
Durand Line, an enduring symbol of colonial imposition dividing British
India and Afghanistan since 1893, and Afghanistan and Pakistan since
1947, fuels relentless regional instability and geopolitical strife. This
book amplifies silenced Afghan voices and shatters long-held imperial
narratives with new historical evidence. Through groundbreaking
analysis, the author’s research uncovers the Durand Line's unlawful and
unscrupulous beginnings, its deliberately skewed history, and its
unceasing, devastating human consequences, laying bare a persistent
legacy of colonial injustice. By exposing untold truths, this book forges
essential pathways toward genuine reconciliation, making it an
essential read for scholars of South Asian history and the British
Empire. Nabi Sahak is an independent researcher based in the USA. A
former BBC reporter, Rotary Peace Fellow, and Fulbright Scholar, Nabi
has studied at George Mason University in the USA, the University of
Queensland in Australia, and King's College London in the UK.


