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The book discusses the 2015 Oromo protest as a social movement that
brought about new practices and new actors to the exercise of freedom
of expression and information through its use of the Internet as an
alternative communication platform and a site of political resistance. It
is based on empirical data to analyze how collective movements,
identity politics, and the Internet interacted and resulted in government
change in contexts where draconian regimes operate and access to the
Internet is minimal and expensive. The book scrutinizes the genesis
and trajectories of the Oromo protest to provide insights into the
diffusion of protest tactics learned from other domestic and global
movements. It also introduces peculiar mass mobilization and
communication tactics the Oromo protest utilized to establish a shared
vision between the urban-digital activists and the rural-offline
protesters. Elsabet Samuel Tadesse is a Media Development, Human
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Rights and Democracy Researcher and Specialist and has held positions
at Civil Rights Defenders - Stockholm, International Center for
Journalists - Washington DC, and the International Media Support –
Copenhagen.


