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Pluralism has become the defining characteristic of many modern
societies. Not only a plurality of individual and social claims and
activities gain impacts on societal life. A creative pluralism of
institutions and their norms profoundly shape our moral commitments
and character – notably the family, the market, the media, and systems
of law, religion, politics, research, education, health care, and defense.
In the theoretical, empirical, and historical contributions to this volume,
specialists on medicine, medical ethics, psychology, theology and
health care discuss the many challenges that major transformations in
their areas of expertise pose to the communication and orientation in
late modern pluralistic societies. Contributors come from Germany, the
USA and Australia.


