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Richard J. Bernstein's work explores Sigmund Freud's controversial
theories presented in 'The Man Moses and Monotheistic Religion,’

focusing on Freud's assertion that Moses was an Egyptian and was
murdered by the Israelites. Bernstein examines Freud's analysis of



Jewish identity, the origins of monotheism, and the psychological and
cultural implications of tradition and trauma in shaping religious
consciousness. Drawing on historical insights and interdisciplinary
commentaries, Bernstein delves into Freud's intellectual struggles and
critiques, emphasizing the enduring significance of religious narratives
and unconscious processes in cultural heritage. The book addresses
Freud's interpretation of Judaism's essence and its transmission across
generations, engaging with perspectives from scholars like Yerushalmi,
Assmann, and Derrida. Intended for academics, philosophers, and
students of psychoanalysis, Bernstein provides a nuanced critique of
Freud's last major work, highlighting its profound impact on debates
about religion and identity.



