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Few institutions in the world are credited with initiating and
confounding political change on the scale of the United States Supreme
Court. The Court is uniquely positioned to enhance or inhibit political
reform, enshrine or dismantle social inequalities, and expand or
suppress individual rights. Yet despite claims of victory from judicial
activists and complaints of undemocratic lawmaking from the Court's
critics, numerous studies of the Court assert that it wields little real
power. This book examines the nature of Supreme Court power by
identifying conditions under which the Court is successful at altering
the behavior of state and private actors. Employing a series of
longitudinal studies that use quantitative measures of behavior
outcomes across a wide range of issue areas, it develops and supports
a new theory of Supreme Court power.
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Sommario/riassunto "For too long, kinship and other forms of childhood care have been
determined without a clear focus on children's views. This book unveils
unique research on the transformative power of listening to children,
exploring how they navigate family life and relationships. It offers fresh
insights for theories, policies and practices in support of children's
welfare. Essential reading for academics, researchers, practitioners and
families, this book champions a new critical realist "what matters"
approach, reinvigorating kinship care and child permanence debates."
--
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