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This book is a fast-paced account supported by striking, compelling
renderings of how spaceflight has been forever changed since NASA
heralded the Commercial Orbital Transportation Services (COTS)
program on January 18th, 2006. Spaceflight was once a clunky affair,
ruled by inefficient cost-plus models that gravely hampered the rapid
pace of innovation while extorting a tremendous ransom to the
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taxpayers. In a single volume, you will embark on a thrilling journey of
how major and lesser-known launcher and spacecraft manufacturers
have devoted their resources to bring forward a vision of profit by rapid
innovation offering transportation services from LEO through cis-lunar
space and beyond Earth’s sphere of influence. This book recognizes
NASA's COTS program as a pivot point in the history of the space
agency and worldwide space industry and charts two story arcs, before
COTS (BC) and after COTS (AC). The reader will understand how much
the space industry has benefitted from the introduction of COTS in the
pursuit of making humankind a spacefaring civilization. This book will
feature numerous stunning, original illustrations, cross sections, close-
up views and many more, meticulously crafted by renowned space
artist Giuseppe De Chiara. As the saying goes, “a picture is worth a
thousand words” and these stunning images will capture the reader
offering an exclusive intellectual experience.


