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When the U.S. government ended its relationship with dozens of Native
American tribes and bands between 1953 and 1966, it was engaging in
a massive social experiment. Congress enacted the program, known as
termination, in the name of "freeing" the Indians from government
restrictions and improving their quality of life. However, removing the
federal status of more than nine dozen tribes across the country
plunged many of their nearly 13,000 members into deeper levels of
poverty and eroded the tribal people's sense of Native identity.



