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Marie-Victorin (1885-1944) est le scientifique le plus connu du
Québec. Sa renommeée repose avant tout sur le Jardin botanique de
Montréal, qu'il fonda en 1931, et sur sa célébre Flore laurentienne
(1935). A partir de 1938, il fit sept voyages & Cuba, des séjours qui lui
permirent de prendre contact avec un certain frére Léon, Francais
émigré a Cuba et auteur de la Flora de Cuba, avec qui il publia les
Itinéraires botaniques dans I'lle de Cuba en trois volumes. Ces ouvrages
dominérent pendant des décennies I'histoire botanique de la Perle des
Antilles. Marie-Victorin et le fréere Léon ont entretenu de 1907 a 1944
une correspondance soutenue qui nous permet de comprendre leur
cheminement respectif. Cette correspondance, souvent émaillée
d'humour, nous fait découvrir de nombreuses facettes de cette période
cubaine d'un Marie-Victorin maladif, détestant I'hiver canadien, se
réfugiant dans un hotel de La Havane et désirant vivre autrement deux
ou trois mois par année, loin de son Jardin botanique et des exigences
de sa communauté. On y sent toute la ferveur des deux botanistes et
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leur connivence de scientifiqgues ayant pris les ordres.
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Chapter 1: Introduction -- Chapter 2: The use and decline of Cornish
before 1777 -- Chapter 3: Dolly Pentreath, ‘a singular female’ --
Chapter 4: Dr Jago’s English-Cornish Dictionary -- Chapter 5: The
growing influence of Jenner and Lach-Szyrma -- Chapter 6: Henry
Jenner and his Handbook -- Chapter 7: Further Writings about Cornish
-- Chapter 8: Survival or Revival? -- Chapter 9: Conclusion.

This book offers a radical re-examination of the history of the Cornish
language, challenging the long-held belief that it became extinct with
the death of Dolly Pentreath in 1777. Instead, it reveals compelling
evidence that Cornish continued to be used throughout the 19th
century, by the working class, by academics, and by those seeking to
preserve the language. Exploring the research of antiquarians such as



Dr. Fred W.P. Jago, Reverend Lach-Szyrma, and Henry Jenner, this book
uncovers overlooked accounts of Cornish speakers and reassesses their
linguistic knowledge. By tracing the language’s survival beyond its
supposed extinction, the author argues that during the nineteenth
century Cornish should be classified as critically endangered rather

than extinct. Essential for scholars of minority languages, heritage
researchers, and the Cornish language community, this book reshapes
our understanding of Cornish history—proving that its story is one of
resilience, not disappearance. Kensa Broadhurst is Cornish Language
Lead at the University of Exeter, UK where she obtained her PhD,
funded by the Cornwall Heritage Trust. Kensa is a Bard of the Cornish
Gorsedh and teaches and examines Cornish for the University of Exeter
and more widely within the language community.



