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Il fut une epoque ou l'eglise tronait au milieu du village comme un
point de repere lumineux. Ces temps ne sont plus. Espace jadis voue
aux mysteres du sacre, la voila releguee en peu de temps au debarras
des antiquites. Le souvenir en reste neanmoins vivace chez celles et
ceux qui, enfants, l'ont assidument frequentee. L'auteur est du nombre.
Tombe tres tot dans le benitier, il y barbota toute sa jeunesse jusqu'a
atteindre, encore ruisselant d'eau benite, le rebord use par des mains
devotes. D'ou il contemple un passe chatoyant, qu'il entend sauver
comme on fait pour les langues en voie d'ex
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This leading-edge study focuses on the latest techniques in analysing
and representing the complex, multi-layered data now available to
geographers studying urban zones and their populations. The volume
tracks the successful results of the SPANGEO Project, which was set up
in 2005 to standardize, and share, the syncretic, multinational mapping
techniques already developed by geographers and computer scientists.
SPANGEO sought new and responsive ways of visualising urban
geographical and social data that reflected the fine-grained detail of
the inputs. It allowed for visual representation of the large and complex
networks and flows which are such an integral feature of the dynamism
of urban geography.   SPANGEO developed through the ‘visual analytics
loop’ in which geographers collaborated with computer scientists by
feeding data into the design of visualisations that in turn spawned the
urge to incorporate more varied data into the visualisation. This volume
covers all the relevant aspects, from conceptual principles to the tools
of network analysis and the actual results flowing from their
deployment. Detailed case studies set out in this volume include spatial
multi-level analyses of flows in airports and sea ports, as well as the
fascinating scientific networks in European cities. The volume shows
how the primary concern of geography—the interaction of society with
physical space—has been revivified by the complexities of new
cartographical and statistical methodologies, which allow for highly
detailed mapping and far more powerful computer analysis of spatial
relationships.
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