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“Fiction and Poetry to Help Us Age is a welcome addition to the ever-
expanding field of literary age studies. Its innovative approach
combining the contributors’ literary expertise and personal reflections
renders this book an indispensable resource for teaching and learning
about aging. The multifaceted experience of getting older is one that
concerns us all and so this insightful and very readable collection of
essays will no doubt be of interest and value to readers of all ages.” —
Michaela Schrage-Friih, Associate Professor in German Studies and
Director of the Centre for European Studies, University of Limerick. This
volume explores the theme of age and aging, uniquely combining
personal reflections from literature professors with sound scholarly
analysis of a range of fiction and poetry. Bringing together leading
literary scholars, this collection of essays covers a range of writers and
texts, representing both the canon and new voices. By combining the
chapter authors' expertise as literary and cultural critics with their own
responses to novels, short stories and poems, the book offers new
insights into the life trajectories made available to fiction and poetry
readers through compelling narrative and vivid literary representation.
Laurence W. Mazzeno is President Emeritus of Alvernia University,
Reading, PA, USA. He has published a number of edited volumes with
Palgrave, including Contemporary American Fiction in the European
Classroom (with Sue Norton, 2022), Victorian Environmental
Nightmares (with Ronald D. Morrison, 2019), Animals in Victorian
Literature and Culture (with Ronald D. Morrison, 2017) and Teaching
Victorian Literature in the Twenty-First Century (with Jen Cadwallader,
2017). Sue Norton is Lecturer of English at Technological University
Dublin, Ireland. She is co-editor and contributor to Contemporary
American Fiction in the European Classroom (Palgrave 2022), with
Laurence W. Mazzeno. She is widely published in books and journals on
literary studies.



