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This reprint collects ten papers (plus an introductory chapter) showing
how actuarial mathematics principles and tools can provide substantial
support when implementing QRM phases, in particular when facing new
risks or risks with changing features. The following specific topics are
specifically discussed: the design of post-retirement benefits, the

design of life and health insurance policies against new risks,
advancements in mortality modeling, advancements in risk measures
and risk models, reserving disclosure tools, and innovative
approximation formulae for the mean duration.
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Proceedings of the Symposium on Role of the Sarcoplasmic Reticulum
in Smooth Muscle held at the Novartis Foundation, London, Oct. 30-
Nov. 1, 2001.

Includes bibliographical references and indexes.
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Smooth muscle contraction is a vital component of the functioning of
blood vessels, the uterus, airways and the bladder. Its malfunction can
lead to serious pathological conditions, such as hypertension and pre-
term labour. The calcium ion plays a central role in smooth muscle
function, increasing in concentration for contraction and decreasing for
relaxation. Calcium entry into the cell is facilitated by the sarcoplasmic
reticulum (SR). This book explores the latest research on the role of the
sarcoplasmic reticulum (SR) in smooth muscle function. It examines the
control and modulation of t



