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While the weight of a structure constitutes a significant part of the cost,
a minimum weight design is not necessarily the minimum cost design.
Little attention in structural optimization has been paid to the cost
optimization problem, particularly of realistic three-dimensional
structures. Cost optimization is becoming a priority in all civil
engineering projects, and the concept of Life-Cycle Costing is
penetrating design, manufacturing and construction organizations. In
this groundbreaking book the authors present novel computational
models for cost optimization of large scale, realistic
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