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This volume analyses how the use of referendums affects the central
functions and characteristics of representative democracy. It provides a
balanced account of the interaction between referendums and
representative institutions and actors, seeking to evaluate whether
referendums supplement or undermine representative democracy.
Considering both normative and empirical questions, the volume also
examines the particular circumstances under which referendums
strengthen or weaken representative democracy. Providing a variety of
theoretical and methodological approaches used in the study
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This highly acclaimed text, now available in paperback, provides a
thorough account of key concepts and theoretical results, with
particular emphasis on viewing statistical inference as a special case of
decision theory. Information-theoretic concepts play a central role in
the development of the theory, which provides, in particular, a detailed
discussion of the problem of specification of so-called prior ignorance .
The work is written from the authors s committed Bayesian perspective,
but an overview of non-Bayesian theories is also provided, and each
chapter contains a wide-ranging critica



