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Probability theory on compact Lie groups deals with the interaction
between “chance” and “symmetry,” a beautiful area of mathematics of
great interest in its own sake but which is now also finding increasing
applications in statistics and engineering (particularly with respect to
signal processing). The author gives a comprehensive introduction to
some of the principle areas of study, with an emphasis on applicability.
The most important topics presented are: the study of measures via the
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non-commutative Fourier transform, existence and regularity of
densities, properties of random walks and convolution semigroups of
measures, and the statistical problem of deconvolution. The emphasis
on compact (rather than general) Lie groups helps readers to get
acquainted with what is widely seen as a difficult field but which is also
justified by the wealth of interesting results at this level and the
importance of these groups for applications. The book is primarily
aimed at researchers working in probability, stochastic analysis and
harmonic analysis on groups. It will also be of interest to
mathematicians working in Lie theory and physicists, statisticians and
engineers who are working on related applications. A background in
first year graduate level measure theoretic probability and functional
analysis is essential; a background in Lie groups and representation
theory is certainly helpful but the first two chapters also offer
orientation in these subjects.
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Aspalter provides six country studies of the most developed welfare
state systems in East Asia-Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Hong
Kong, and the People's Republic of China. He applies a political
approach to examine the causal determinants of welfare state
development, such as:  -historical factors -political systems -party
systems -the politics of legitimization -the impact of constitutions -
state structures -elections -social movements A common trend in East
Asian welfare state politics appears throughout this approach, and
Aspalter shows that the welfare state is being extended, not reduced,
as is the case in many areas affected by economic globalization. He
concludes that social insurance systems are, for the most part, divided
into occupational classes. Also, social assistance is highly stigmatized,
and, for the most part, guaranteed after means tests. Most importantly,
the State shows a strong disapproval of government-financed social
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welfare policies. This provocative analysis will be of particular interest
to scholars, students, and other researchers involved with East Asia and
comparative social welfare systems.
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Economic historians have perennially addressed the intriguing question
of comparative development, asking why some countries develop much
faster and further than others. Focusing primarily on Europe between
1914 and 1939, this volume explores the development of thirteen
countries that could be considered ""economically backwards"" during
this period: Albania, Bulgaria, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Turkey and Yugoslavia.
This volume explores economic modernization, seeking to explain how
the countries adapted to the major shocks of the period, n
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