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Discovered over a century ago, the centrosome is the major
microtubule organizing center of the animal cell. It is a tiny organelle of
surprising structural complexity. Over the last few years our
understanding of the structure and composition of centrosomes has
greatly advanced, and the demonstration of frequent centrosome
anomalies in most common human tumors has sparked additional
interest in the role of this organelle in a broader scientific community.
The centrosome controls the number and distribution of microtubules -
a major element of the cell cytoskeleton - and hence influence



