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Janet Hoskins provides both an ethnographic study of the organization
of time in an Eastern Indonesian society and a theoretical argument
about alternate temporalities in the modern world. Based on more than
three years of field work with the Kodi people of the island of Sumba,
her book focuses on Kodi calendrical rituals, exchange transactions,
and confrontations with the historical forces of the colonial and
postcolonial world.
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This open access book explores the role of textiles in death to
investigate questions into how the body was prepared before the
funeral, how the body was seen and perceived by its relatives and
community, and the role of textiles in its metamorphosis into a
deceased. The volume’s geographic coverage is broad, encompassing
areas where textile and skeletal conservation is optimal (the ancient
Nile Valley) and areas where only minute fragments could be preserved
adhering to metal objects. The case-studies cover Egypt, Sudan,
Greece, the Iberian Peninsula, Scandinavia, and Central Europe, ranging
from the 12th century BCE to the end of the 19th century CE. Going
beyond this geohistorical frameworks, the book presents new methods
for the study, retrieval and conservation of funerary textiles in situ
during excavations. It offers useful tools for future research in both
textile archaeology and bioarcheology and promote interdisciplinary
collaborations between the two fields for a better understanding of
burial practices. Contributors to this volume include experts from the
fields of bioanthropology, archaeology, textile research and
conservation.


