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Contemporary Art and the Cosmopolitan Imagination explores the role
of art in conceiving and reconfiguring the political, ethical and social
landscape of our time. Understanding art as a vital form of articulation,
Meskimmon argues that artworks do more than simply reflect and
represent the processes of transnational and transcultural exchange
typical of the global economy. Rather, art can change the way we
imagine, understand and engage with the world and with others very
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In our globalized world, a unique type of intercultural encounter has
emerged: that between the speaking body and the foreign language.
From Vladimir Nabokov and Maxine Hong Kingston to Yoko Tawada,
writers have vividly captured the tensions and possibilities of this
encounter--where tongues are "murderous” and words become feasts.



