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This book addresses the nature of English use within contexts of
computer-mediated communication (CMC). CMC includes technologies
through which not only is language transmitted, but cultures are
formed, ideologies are shaped, power is contested, and sociolinguistic
boundaries are crossed and blurred. The volume therefore examines
the English language in particular in CMC – what it looks like, what it
accomplishes, and what it means to speakers.
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A rupture of life on Earth is currently unfolding. What, then, does this
rupture signify, not only in terms of being alive during such an
upheaval, but also in terms of being alive to upheaval itself? Petrified:
Living During a Rupture of Life on Earth takes the reader on a journey
deep into the nature of our home, to give us the tools to learn how, in
the middle of that rupture, to comport ourselves with honesty, clarity,
culpability and intelligence. The purpose of this journey is
straightforward: to formulate the basis of a philosophy for living during
this rupture of life on earth. A philosophy for living in the twenty-first-
and-last century of life as we have known it on our planet. A toolkit, as
it were, for living at the confluence between being petrified at the
prospect of extinction, and becoming petrified in the most real and
physical sense. Lyrical, playful, and deadly serious, Petrified aims to
provide a new worldview for a new world coming, creating a present-
day fable about achieving fidelity to the vicissitudes of the cosmos.
Wherein, the book asks: if desperate times call for desperate measures,
how can the response be measured against its only true correlate – the
cosmos?


