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This book presents a novel examination of urban commons which
provides a robust base for education initiatives and future public policy
guidance on the protection and use of urban commons as invaluable
urban green spaces that offer a diverse cultural and ecological resource
for future communities. This book's central argument is that only
through a deep understanding of the past and a rigorous engagement
with present users can we devise new futures or imaginaries of culture,
well-being and diversity for the urban commons. It argues that
understanding the genesis of, and interactions between, the different
pressures on urban green space has important policy implications for
the delivery of nature conservation, recreational access and other land
use priorities. The stakeholders in today's urban commons, whether
land users, policy makers or the public, are the inheritors of a complex
cultural legacy and must negotiate diverse and sometimes conflicting
objectives in their pursuit of a potentially unifying goal: a secure future
for our urban commons. This book offers a unique and strongly



interdisciplinary study of urban commons, one that brings together
original historical investigation, contemporary legal scholarship,
extensive oral history research with user groups and research
examining the imagined futures for the urban common in modern
society. It explores the complex social and political history of the urban
common, as well as its legal and cultural status today, using four
diverse case studies from within England as exemplars of the
distinctively urban common. These are Town Moor in Newcastle,
Mousehold Heath in Norwich, Clifton and Durdham Downs in Bristol
and Valley Gardens in Brighton. This book concludes by looking
forward and considering new tools and methods of negotiation,
inclusivity and creativity to inform the future of these case studies, and
of urban commons more widely. This book will be of great interest to
students and scholars of the commons, green spaces, urban planning,
environmental and urban geography, environmental studies and natural
resource management. The Open Access version of this book, available
at www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative
Commons [Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-
ND)] 4.0 license.



