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Chiara Matraini (1515-1604?) was a member of the great flowering of
poetic imitators and innovators in the Italian literary heritage begun by
Petrarch, cultivated later by the lyric poet Pietro Bembo, and supplanted
by the epic poet Torquato Tasso. Though without formal training,
Matraini excelled in a number of literary genres popular at the time-
poetry, religious meditation, discourse, and dialogue. In her midlife,
she published a collection of erotic love poetry, but later in life her
work shifted toward a search for spiritual salvation. Near the end of her
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life, she published a new poetry retrospective. Mostly available in only a
handful of rare book collections, her writings are now adeptly
translated here for an English-speaking audience and situated
historically in an introduction by noted Matraini expert Giovanna
Rabitti. Selected Poetry and Prose allows the poet to finally take her
place as one of the seminal authors of the Renaissance, next to her
contemporaries Vittoria Colonna and Laura Battiferra, also published in
the Other Voice series.
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Des valets et servantes de l'âge classique aux paysans et ouvriers au
XIXe siècle, et jusqu'aux jeunes issus des milieux défavorisés
d'aujourd'hui, la littérature d'expression française n'a cessé de faire
résonner les voix du peuple. Alors que la linguistique tend à considérer
ces représentations de l'oral comme une source précieuse pour
l'histoire du français populaire, les spécialistes en littérature se
montrent souvent plus réservés, soulignant le caractère conventionnel,
voire articifiel, de la mise en scène littéraire des parlers vernaculaires.
Le présent ouvrage réunit des contributions de linguistes et de
littéraires qui, à travers onze études de cas, explorent la tension entre
représentation mimétique et stylisation esthétique, entre évocation de
l'oralité spontanée et élaboration de la dialogicité littéraire. L'ouvrage
intéressera donc aussi bien les linguistes que les spécialistes de la
littérature et de la culture francophone.
From the classical age to contemporary Francophonie, French-language
literature features numerous instances of popular speech, whose
mimetic or conventional character remains open to debate. This book
brings together contributions from linguists and literary scholars who,
through eleven case studies, explore the tension between the evocation
of spontaneous orality and the elaboration of literary dialogicity.


