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Sommario/riassunto The Postcard's Radical Openness offers a groundbreaking exploration
of what this multifaceted, double-sided open card entails and how it
has affected our being in the world. With a holistic approach, it focuses
on studying the postcard's specific way of being and performing, a
particular ontology that opens up what is constitutively implicated in
such an apparently trivial artifact. The book, organized into four parts,
meticulously unveils the postcard's political, technological, aesthetic,
and ethical dimensions, ending with a coda correlating the postcard's
radical openness to G. Klimt's painting, Nuda Veritas (1899) in
reference to the scope of truth. By examining the postcard's complex
worldwide history, its socio-cultural significance, and its global effect,
the book reveals hidden stories shedding light on its impact on
photography, printing, marketing, trade, and business practices and
exposes the aesthetic, communicative, and ethical qualities that lie
behind the enormous success of postcards at the turn of the 20th
century. This comprehensive study is positioned as a thought-
provoking invitation to scholars and students interested in material
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culture, media studies, and human interactions, as well as to history
enthusiasts, art lovers, and postcard collectors. Offering a distinctive
contribution, the book not only fills a void in the literature but also
encourages readers to question and reflect on the transformative power
inherent in the postcard's 'radical openness,' presenting a novel and
unparalleled analysis of this seemingly trivial yet culturally significant
object.


