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"Karl Shapiro was one of the twentieth-century's major poets. He
published more than twenty books of poetry, two autobiographies,
including poetry, seven collections of essays, and a novel. Consultant in
Poetry at the Library of Congress (the position now known as the U.S.
Poet Laureate), he was the winner of numerous prizes and awards,
including the Contemporary Poetry prize, two Guggenheim Foundation
fellowships, the Pulitzer Prize in poetry, the Shelley Memorial Prize, and
the Bollingen Prize. He was also a member of the Academy of Arts and
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Letters and a faculty member at several universities. Active in his craft
well into his late seventies, in 2000 Shapiro died at the age of 86. This
collection is compiled from the unpublished poems of Karl Shapiro at
the University of Texas in Austin and elsewhere. They are largely as
Shapiro left them, in a desk drawer in his apartment in uptown
Manhattan"--


